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Mutual Security Funds 
Face Hurdle 


ECENT House action helped assure continuance of 

U.S. military and economic aid to friendly nations 

by authorizing $4,998,732,500 for the third year of 

the Mutual Security Program. The final vote—280 to 

108—united Republican and Democratic leadership in 
strong support for the Program. 

Some 17 amendments proposed on the floor to cut 
sections of the bill and to eliminate policy statements 
ended in defeat. The one successful amendment au- 
thorizes use of undesignated funds to buy surplus 
American farm products and ship them abroad. 

Total authorization recommended by the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee was $476,000,000 below 
the Administration’s request. The Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee reduced the President’s request 
by only $155,267,500. A Senate vote is expected in the 
near future. 

Although bipartisan support for MSP prevented cuts 
in the authorization of the program for the coming 
year, there are signs that actual appropriations may 
be cut. For example, of the 50 members on the House 
Appropriations Committee, 22 voted against authori- 
zation for MSP. 


Aid to Asia to Increase 


Some major changes in government policy were ac- 
cepted by the House Foreign Affairs Committee in 
its report on the extension of MSP. One recommends 
negotiation of a Pacific Pact similar to the North 
Atlantic Pact to band together friendly nations in 
the Far East and the U. S. for their common defense. 
A second policy change is greater emphasis on Asia. 
Last year, 73% of U.S. aid went to Europe and 25% 
to Asia and Africa. For 1954, Europe will receive 
20% less, with a 12% increase for Asia and Africa. 

Strong Committee opinion on U. S. policy was evi- 
dent at two other points. First, a provision in the 
House bill would withhold funds for European aid 
pending ratification of the European Defense Com- 
munity (European army) by the six Western European 
governments. However, due to probable disapproval 
by the Senate, this provision is likely to be taken out 
in the Conference Committee on MSP. 

Second, the House Committee report recommended 
that the French give greater assurance of independence 
to the three states of Indochina on the grounds that 
unless the Indochinese have this assurance it will be 
difficult for them to eliminate Communist influence 
in that area. 
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Home Rule Climbs a Step 


MAJOR stumbling block in the path toward self- 
government in the District of Columbia has been 
removed by recent Supreme Court action. By unani- 
mous decision on June 8, the Court clarified a question 
that has obstructed the movement for Home Rule for 
the District: can Congress delegate legislative power 
to an elected city council? 

The Constitution gives Congress power “to exercise 
exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over 
such District . .. as may, by cession of particular 
states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the 
seat of government .. .” Bills to provide Home Rule 
for the District have been drafted with this constitu- 
tional restriction in mind. While authorizing legis- 
lative power to a proposed Council, elected by citizens 
of the District, bills have made it clear that this would 
be only a delegation of power, and that Congress would 
retain the right to revise, revoke or retain the au- 
thority so granted. 

Even with such a proviso, there were those who 
questioned the constitutionality of such a grant of 
power to an elected District government. Proponents 
of self-government realized the Courts were bound to 
be asked to pass on the constitutionality of legislation 
which might be enacted by an elected District Council. 

Fortunately, a test case growing out of legislation 
enacted in 1872 and 1873 provided an opportunity for 
a Court ruling now. In 1871 Congress created a muni- 
cipal District government vesting “legislative power 
and authority” in a Legislative Assembly. Two acts 
of this Assembly, prohibiting discrimination against 
a person on account of race or color, were the basis 
of the Court case. These laws, though inactive, had 
never been repealed. However, it was the power of 
the Congress to delegate authority which was at issue, 
rather than the problem of discrimination. 

In its decision the Court ruled that “Congress had 


the authority ...to delegate its law-making au- 
thority to the legislative assembly of the municipal 
corporation . . .” 


The Court also held that “failure to enforce a law 
does not result in its modification or repeal.” 

Thus one of the points clouding the passage of Home 
Rule legislation has been cleared. Senator Case (R., 
South Dakota), who had been awaiting the Supreme 
Court ruling before pressing for action on Home Rule, 
calls the decision “epochal” and is expected to hold 
early hearings on S. 999 (Vorrr, 3/1/53). 
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* CONGRESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT x 


TREATIES (S. J. Res. 1): Republican policy committee 
has asked the Attorney General and Senator Bricker (R., 
Ohio) to try to compromise their differences on ‘this pro- 
posed constitutional amendment restricting the treaty- 
making power. 

WHEAT FOR PAKISTAN (S. 2112, H. R. 5659): Both 
Senate and House have voted to give 1 million tons of wheat 
to Pakistan “to prevent starvation and political unrest.” 


DISARMAMENT (S. Con. Res. 32): Introduced by Sen- 
ator Flanders (R., Vt.), and 33 Peis Senators, this resolu- 
tion declares it to be the purpose of the U. S. to obtain, 
within the UN, enforceable universal disarmament. 


MUTUAL SECURITY (H. R. 5710): See story page one. 


CUSTOMS SIMPLIFICATION: On June 19, House Ways 
and Means Committee approved a newly written bill, H. R. 
5877, to simplify customs procedures. This replaces H. R. 
5106. Rep. Jenkins (R., Ohio) sponsored both bills. 


TRADE (H. R. 5495) : House passed this bill, June 15, with- 
out changing committee recommendations. (See Spotlight, 
6/15/53.) Senate Finance Committee is expected to report 
bill to Senate soon. 


ST. LAWRENCE SEAWAY (S. 2150, H. J. Res. 104): 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee reported favorably a 
bill to create the St. Lawrence Seaway Development Cor- 
poration, June 16. House Committee on Public Works con- 
cluded hearings on federal participation in St. Lawrence- 
Great Lakes Seaway project on June 18. 

IMPORT QUOTAS: The President, June 8, invoked agri- 
cultural quotas and fees under Section 22 of the Agricultural 
Act to protect price support and crop control programs. The 


proclamation, issued on advice of the Tariff Commission, 
sets limits on imports of dairy products and peanuts, and 
imposes fees of 50% on flaxseed and linseed oils; 25% on 
peanut oil beyond 80 million pounds a year. 

After the President took this action, the House elimi- 
nated Section 104 of the Economic Control bill, which im- 
posed like restrictions. 


UN FLAG (S. 694): Awaits appointment of Conference 
Committee. 


ELECTION LAW CHANGE (S. 2081): Introduced by 
Senators Henning (D., Mo.), Hayden (D., Ariz.) and Hend- 
rickson (R., N. J.), June 10, this bill sets a ceiling of 
$250,000 on campaign spending by or in behalf of a candi- 
date for the Senate, and $25,000 for a candidate for the 
House. It would raise from $3 million to $10 million the 
ceiling on annual spending by a national political campaign 
committee. Referred to Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 


ELECTION OF PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT: 
A sub-committee of the Senate Judiciary Committee held 
a hearing on June 11 to consider S. J. Res. 8, 17, 19, and 85, 
all proposing constitutional amendments relative to nomi- 
nation and election of the President and Vice President. 


U. S.-UN RELATIONS (S. 3): Requires all U. 8. appli- 
cants for UN jobs to obtain security clearance from the 
Attorney General. Penalty would be $10,000 fine or five 
years in jail or both. State and Justice Departments pro- 
tested the bill as unnecessary in view of Executive action 
and as an interference with UN administrative independ- 
ence. Passed Senate, June 8. Now before House Judiciary 
Committee. 





INDEX 
January 15 through June 15, 1953 (Volume II, 12-18; Volume III, 3-6) 


BRICKER AMENDMENT 
Bricker Amendment to the Fore, 3/1/53 
Excerpts from a Letter on the Bricker Amendment, 3/15/53 
Bricker Amendment Again, The, 4/1/53 
Straws in the Wind, 4/15/53 
Bricker Resolution Out of Committee, 6/15/53 
BUDGET 
1954 Budget: A Problem of Balance, The, 2/1/53 
Exercise in Budget Trimming, 3/1/53 
Congressmen View Item II, 3/15/53 
Legislative Outlook on Item II, 4/15/53 
Item Veto, 2/15/53, 6/15/53 
CONGRESS 
83rd Congress Gets Underway, 1/15/53 
Glossary of Congressional Terms, 1/15/53 
Expensive Politics, 2/1/53 
Congressional Investigations, 5/1/53 
Congress and Academic Freedom, 5/1/53 
CUSTOMS SIMPLIFICATION ACT 
Two Birds with Either Stone, 3/15/53 


D. C. HOME RULE 

D. C. Home Rule, 3/1/53 

Outlook on D. C. Home Rule, 4/15/53 
IMMIGRATION 

USA: Arrival and Departure, 6/15/53 


INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY 
Congress and Academic Freedom, 5/1/53 
Congressional Investigations, 5/1/53 
Federal Loyalty Program, 5/1/53 


IN MEMORIAM 


Mrs. R. Walston Chubb, 4/15/53 
Miss Katharine Ludington, 3/15/53 


INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
More on Trade, 2/15/53 
Two Birds with Either Stone, 3/15/53 
Trade Policy in the National 1-7 A, 4/1/53 
Mirror for Tariff Pressures, 5/15/53 
League Speaks to Congress on . . . Trade, 6/1/53 
Case of the Silk Scarfs, The, 6/15/53 


ITEM VETO 
Item Veto for Appropriation Bills, 2/15/53 
Quiet Progress Toward the Item Veto, 6/15/53 


LEAGUE ACTIVITIES 
From the President’s Desk,2/15/53 (Proposed Budget Form) ;5/15/53, 
(Council Report) ; 6/15/53 (Program Load) 
Good Ideas, 2/15/53 
League Voice on UNESCO Commission, 5/15/53 
Letters from Italy (Mrs. Mare A. Law), 2/15/53 


Let’s Look at the Record, 3/15/53 
Mrs. Riefler Reports . . . (from Germany), 1/15 53 
Platform Undergoes Surgery, 5/15/53 
Political Effectiveness Measured, 6/1/53 
MISSOURI VALLEY AUTHORITY 
Old Man River, 4/1/53 


MUTUAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
Mutual Security in 1954, 4/15/53 


League Speaks to Congress On... ., The, 6/1/53 
OMNIBUS APPROPRIATIONS BILL, 3/15/53 
SECURITY 


Federal Loyalty Program, Li 5/1/53 
New Security Program, 5/15/5 
STATE OF THE UNION 
Excerpts from Eisenhower Message, 2/15/53 


TAXES 
25% Tax Limit Proposed, 5/15/53 


UNITED NATIONS 
UN General Assembly: 7th Session, 1/15/53 
What About Communists in the UN? 2/15/53 
UN A Paying Guest, 4/15/53 
Straws in the Wind, 4/15/53 
Full Quota for the UN, 6/15/53 
Ups and Downs of the UN Flag, 6/15/53 


VOTERS SERVICE 


What Comes After [X]? 1/15/53 

Let’s Look at the Record, 3/15/53 

Right to Vote, The, 4/15/53 

Girl Scouts (“My Government” wr 4/15/53 
Political Effectiveness Measured, 6/1/5 


THE NATIONAL VOTER 


Vol. tll JULY 1, 1953 No. 7 








Published by the League of Women Voters of the U. S. twice 
monthly during sessions of Congress. Otherwise published 
monthly except July and August. 
1026 17th Street, N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 
MRS. JOHN G. LEE, President 


Editors: MRS. ALEXANDER GUYOL 
MRS. CHARLES E. PLANCK 


Entered as second-class matter, April 9, 1951, at the Post Office, 
Washington, D. C., under the act of March 3, 1879. 


Subscriptions: $1.00 per year. 











Ss 


, 





